Usefulness of switching to cabergoline from other dopamine agonists in patients with advanced Parkinson's disease.
Problems associated with long-term treatment of advanced Parkinson's disease (PD) include motor complications and psychotic and autonomic symptoms. We switched patients from bromocriptine (BR) or pergolide (PER) to cabergoline (CB) therapy and investigated CB's usefulness in alleviating such problems. Subjects were 30 patients (mean age 68.2 years; 13 receiving BR, 17 PER) with PD complicated by effects of long-term treatment but in whom their dose of dopamine (DA) agonist was contraindicated due to adverse reactions. Patients were switched to CB over a 2-4-week period. Hoehn-Yahr and Unified Parkinson Disease Rating Scale (UPDRS) I-IV "on" and "off" scores improved in both the BR and PER groups. CB was not discontinued due to adverse reactions in any patient. In conclusion, switching to CB is useful in patients in whom it is problematic to increase their dose of DA agonist due to motor complications or psychotic symptoms of advanced PD.